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Tuvimos la oportunidad de
conversar con Clara Lleal, una
reconocida interiorista espafiola,
que estuvo en un viaje express
por Panama y quisimos conocer
de primera mano sus galardones,
préximos planes y vision de
Panama en el fascinante mundo
del disefio interior.

Casa Galeria de Arte

¢Qué inspird tu pasion por el disefio
de interiores? ;Hubo algtiin momento
clave en tu vida que te llevé a
dedicarte a esta profesion?

“El momento clave fue cuando terminé mis
estudios de COU (Curso de Orientacion
Universitaria) y hablé con una chica que habia
estudiado disefio de Interiores en la Escola
Massana de Barcelona. De hecho, yo iba

a estudiar arquitectura o bellas artes, eran

las dos Unicas carreras que me gustaban,
pero al escoger disefio de interiores hice la
combinacién de las dos especialidades, la parte
mads técnica de la arquitectura y la parte mas
artistica con el disefio, ya que desde pequefia
siempre me gustd pintar y hacer cerdmica”.

Casa Galeria de Art ha sido tu
proyecto mas premiado, ;qué es lo
que mas te gusté de hacerlo?

Lo que mds me gusto es que el cliente me

dejé “Lo que mds me gustd es que el cliente

me dejo carta blanca a la hora de disefiar el
proyecto, incluso me dio alas a disefiar espacios
no convencionales, cosa nada habitual en los
clientes. Ademas, al ser la casa de un artista
escultor y pintor, también tenia un plus para mi,
ya que como ya he comentado anteriormente,
también pinto y soy una apasionada del arte

en general”.
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CLARA

¢:Qué proyecto seria un reto
emocionante para ti si lo realizaras
en Panama? (Por ejemplo, un hotel
boutique, un restaurante o una
residencia en un entorno tropical.)

“Un proyecto que seria un reto emocionante
seria realizar la reforma de una casa en el
Casco Antiguo de Panama, todas las casas son
preciosas y ademds se vincula muy bien con
mi estilo, ya que siempre intento recuperar

y potenciar el alma de las casas antiguas
recuperando sus materiales y estilo. Ademas,
me siento comoda en realizar proyectos aqui
en Panam4, ya que cuento con una alianza de
confianza con TDEKO Arquitectura, los cuales
tienen arquitectos y equipo en Panama”.

¢:Qué consejo le darias a los nuevos
disefiadores panamefios que buscan
innovar en el ambito local del disefio
de interiores?

“A los nuevos disefiadores de Panama les
aconsejaria que intentaran utilizar mas los
materiales autdctonos del pais, que fueran
mas ecoldgicos y sostenibles, que suban al
carro de las nuevas energias renovables y de
la inteligencia artificial, y que crean su propio
estilo de disefio para poderse diferenciar de su
competencia”.

¢Cudles son tus lugares favoritos en
Panama?

“Mi lugar favorito en Panama es perderme entre
las callejuelas de su Casco Antiguo, admirando
la arquitectura de las fachadas de sus casas,

los disefios de las forjas de las barandillas,

los balcones de madera, los colores, y como

no también su skyline de noche tomando un
refresco desde una de las azoteas de sus

altos edificios”.
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L L E A L Por/By: Jenny Da Silva & Alex Valdés

We had the opportunity to speak
with Clara Lleal, a renowned
Spanish interior designer, who
was on a short trip to Panama. We

wanted to find out first hand about

her awards, future plans and her
view of Panama in the fascinating
world of interior design.

Suite con Bafio Abierto
Suite with Open Bathroom

How did you develop your passion
for interior design? Was there a key
moment in your life that led you to
pursue this profession?

The key moment was when [ finished my
"COU" (Spanish acronyms for Pre-university
Course in English) and talked to a girl who

had studied interior design at the Escola
Massana in Barcelona. In fact, | wanted to study
architecture or fine arts, since those were the
only two professions | liked, but when | chose
interior design, | combined both specialties: the
technical aspect of architecture and the artistic
part of design, since I've always loved painting
and ceramics since | was young.

Casa Galeria d’Art was your most
awarded project. What did you like
most about it?

What I liked most was that the client gave me
carte blanche to design the project. They even
encouraged me to design unconventional
spaces, which is not common with clients. Also,
since it was the home of an artist, sculptor and
painter, it had an added value for me because,
as | mentioned, | also paint and am passionate
about art in general.

San Cugat de Vallés - Barcelona
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What project would be an exciting
challenge for you if you were to do it
in Panama? (For example, a boutique
hotel, a restaurant, or a residence in
a tropical setting.)

An exciting and fulfilling challenge would be
renovating a house in the historic old town

of Panama. The architecture in this area is
breathtaking, and such a project resonates
deeply with my design philosophy. I'm
passionate about restoring and enhancing the
character of old houses, carefully preserving
their original materials and style while giving
them new life. Additionally, | feel confident
undertaking projects in Panama, thanks to my
trusted partnership with TDEKO Arquitectura.
Their talented architects and skilled team on the
ground make the process seamless

and inspiring

What advice would you give to new
Panamanian designers looking to
innovate in the local interior design
field?

"My advice to emerging designers in Panama
would be to focus on incorporating local
materials while promoting eco-friendly and
sustainable practice, leveraging the potential
of Al and develop a signature design style that
reflects their unique vision to stand out"

What are your favorite places in
Panama?

"My favorite place in Panama is wandering
through the charming streets of its old town.

I love the intricate architecture of the house
facades, the crafted ironwork railings, and the
character-rich wooden balconies painted in
vibrant colors. The experience is made even
more magical by the stunning contrast of the
modern skyline at night, best enjoyed with a
drink in hand from one of the rooftop terraces

perched atop the city’s tall buildings"

Cortesia / Courtesy: Clara Lleal



